Programme  Souvenir 


COMMEMORATION  OF 
THE  NATIVITY  OF 

ROBERT  FULTON 

BORN  NOVEMBER  14,  A.  D.  1765 


FULTON  HOUSE 

FULTON  (THEN  LITTLE  BRITAIN*)  TOWNSHIP 
LANCASTER  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

DIED  IN  NEW  YORK,  FEBRUARY  24,  A.  D.  1815 

*In  1844  Little  Britain  township  was  divided  and  the  section  set  off  into  a new  township  on  the 
western  side  was  named  Fulton,  in  honor  of  the  Inventor. 


BY  CONOWINGO  WATERS 


As  Evening  came,  sedate  in  hooded  gray, 

A wondrous  quiet  on  the  valley  fell  ; 

Across  the  fields  a distant-tolling  bell 
Made  a sweet  threnode  for  departing  day. 

The  mavis  on  the  topmost  wildwood  spray 

Ceased  the  low  fluting  of  his  late  farewell, 
And  in  dark  flocks,  above  the  bosky  dell, 
The  crows  winged  where  the  woodlands  lay. 

The  twilight  deepened.  Pale  ethereal  seas 
Of  lilac  ’mid  the  branches  slowly  grew 
Star-studded  depths  unutterably  blue  : 

While  in  the  upper  boughs  a delicate  breeze 

Sent  soft  Druidic  murmurs  rippling  through 
The  faint  and  tremulant  lyre  of  the  trees. 


*From  “Castalian  Days”  ; by  Lloyd  Mifflin;  London,  Henry  Froude,  1903. 


HE  FIRST  SUCCESSFULLY  ESTABLISHED 

STEAM  NAVIGATION 


“ Godfrey  taught  seamen  to  interrogate 
With  steady  gaze,  though  tempest-tossed,  the  sun, 

And  from  his  beam  true  oracle  obtain. 

Franklin  dread  thunderbolts,  with  daring  hand, 

Seized,  and  averted  their  destructive  stroke 
From  the  protected  dwellings  of  mankind. 

FULTON  by  flame  compelled  the  angry  sea, 

To  vapor  rarefied,  his  bark  to  drive, 

In  triumph  proud,  thro’  the  loud-sounding  surge.” 

CELEBRATION 

Under  the  Auspices  of  the  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society  of  the 
Birth  of  Robert  Fulton  and  the  Associations  of  His  Boyhood 
and  Youth  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Officers  of  the  Society.  — President , George  Steinman.  Vice-Presidents , F. 
R.  Diffenderffer,  Litt.D.,  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.  Secretary , Charles  B.  Hol- 
linger.  Corresponding  Secretary , Miss  Martha  B.  Clark.  Treasurer , Dr.  J.  W. 
Houston.  Executive  Committee , A.  Iv.  Hostetter,  Richard  M.  Reilly,  \\  . U. 
Hensel,  George  F.  In.  Erisman,  D.  B.  Landis,  H.  Frank  Eshleman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
B.  Carpenter,  Monroe  B.  Hirsh,  Charles  T.  Steigervalt,  Miss  Lottie  M. 
Bausman. 

COMMITTEES  ON  CELEBRATION. 

Fulton  Centenary  Committee.  — D.  F.  Magee,  Chairman , Walter  M.  Frank- 
lin, Secretary , A.  K.  Hostetter,  Treasurer , H.  Frank  Eshleman,  Dr.  Jos.  H. 
Dubbs,  Rey.  G.  I.  Browne,  W.  U.  Hensel,  George  Steinman,  Richard  M.  Reilly, 
Miss  Martha  B.  Clark,  Mrs.  Mary  N.  Robinson. 

Committee  from  Southern  Lancaster  County.  — Joseph  Swift,  Frank  C.  Pyle, 
Will  F.  McSparran,  D.  E.  Helm,  Esq.,  James  M.  Paxson,  Frank  Maxwell,  Will 
Shoemaker,  Jas.  G.  McSparran,  Day  Wood,  L.  R.  Swift. 


Sub-Committees. 

Finance.  — George  Steinman,  W.  U.  Hensel,  A.  K.  Hostetter. 

Programme.  — W.  U.  Hensel,  D.  F.  Magee,  A.  K.  Hostetter,  George.  Stein- 
man, Rey.  Geo.  I.  Browne. 

Invitations. — Mrs.  M.  N.  Robinson,  Miss  M.  B.  Clark,  D.  F.  Magee. 

Tablet.  — Rey.  G.  I.  Browne,  Rey.  I)r.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  W.  U.  Hensel. 


Local  Committee  of  Reception 


Mr.  & Mrs.  |.  G.  McSparran,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  [os.  Swift,  Mr.  & Mrs.  F.  C.  Pyle, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  E.  M.  Zell,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Wm. 
Shoemaker,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Frank  Maxwell, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  J.  M.  Paxson,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
W.  F.  McSparran,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Silas 
Herr,  Mr.  & Mrs.  C.  F.  Ambler,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  W.  P.  King,  Mr.  & Mrs.  1 )ay  Wood, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  E.  L.  McSparran,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Scott,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Jno.  ].  Reed, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Clias.  Gatchell,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
A.  K.  Bradley,  Dr.  & Mrs.  J.  A.  Peeples, 
Dr.  & Mrs.  W.  G.  Hess,  Dr.  & Mrs. 
Ambrose  Stubbs,  Mr.  & Mrs.  |ason 
Walton,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Edgar  Fulton,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  Fred.  Bicknell,  Mr.  & Mrs.  W. 
S.  Hastings,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Taylor  Runner, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Scott  Drennen,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Martin  Ankrim,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Neal  Harn- 
bleton,  Mr.  N Mrs.  M.  J.  Pyle,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Patterson,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Black,  Mr.  & Mrs.  E.  W.  Gregg, 


Mr.  & Mrs.  H.  E.  Morrison,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Harry  Fairlamb,  Mr.  & Mrs.  |os.  Cutler, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  F.  C.  Boyd.  Mr.  & Mrs.  F. 
M.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  & Mrs.  F.  C.  Scott, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  T.  R.  Ankrim,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
John  I).  Penny,  Mr.  & Mrs.  A.  B.  Am- 
bler, Mr.  & Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  jr., 
Mr.  & Mrs.  A.  S.  Harkness,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Norman  C.  Maule,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Galen 
Boyce,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Irwin  Cutler,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Harry  Long,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Clias. 
Shoemaker,  Mr.  & Mrs.  B.  B.  Herr,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  James  Deaver,  Mr.  & Mrs.  T.  S. 
Collins,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Leander  Shoemaker, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  James  J.  Maxwell,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Stively,  Mr.  & Mrs.  J.  Robert 
J.  Long,  Mr.  & Mrs.  ]os.  [.  Long,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  J.  Edgar  Brown,  Miss  Matilda 
Harry,  Miss  Adaline  Ewing,  Lewis  J. 
Kirk,  Miss  Kirk,  L.  R.  Swift,  T.  C. 
Evans,  Clarence  Boyd. 


ROBERT  FULTON 


HIS  ANCESTRY,  ACHIEVEMENTS  AND 
DESCENDANTS 


I.  ANCESTRY. 

Of  Saxon  origin  ; crossed  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  ; came  from  Kilkenny  to 
America  before  1735. 

Robert  Fulton,  the  father,  married  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  Joseph  Smith,  of 
Oxford,  Chester  County,  and  sister  of  Col.  Robert  Smith. 

Robert  Fulton  owned  and  resided  in  a brick  house  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
Penn  (now  Center)  Square,  Fancaster,  as  early  as  August  23,  1759,  and  lived  there 
more  than  five  years.  He  sold  this  property  to  Edw.  Shippen,  February  8,  1765. 
On  November  8,  1764,  he  had  purchased  at  Sheriff’s  Sale  for  T'965,  a farm  of  3933^ 


acres  in  (then)  Little  Britain  Township,  on  which  this  celebration  is  held  ; the  follow- 
ing Spring  he  moved  to  the  house,  known  as  “ Fulton  House,’’  where  the  younger 
and  more  famous  Robert  Fulton  was  born,  in  the  second  story  room  above  the  parlor. 
The  elder  Fulton  first  mortgaged  the  property,  then  conveyed  it  to  the  mortgagees 
and  moved  back  to  Lancaster  in  1766. 

He  was  a conspicuous  and  useful  citizen  ; one  of  the  founders  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  Secretary  of  the  Union  hire  Company  and  a charter  member  of  the 
Juliana  Library. 

Robert  Fulton,  Sr.,  died  in  1768,  leaving  a wife  and  five  children  to  inherit  a 
small  fortune.  Of  three  daughters  and  two  sons  Robert  was  the  third  child. 

The  widowed  mother  taught  young  Fulton  to  read  and  sent  him,  when  eight 
years  of  age,  to  the  school  of  Caleb  Johnson,  a Quaker  Tory.  His  first  achievements 
toward  fame  and  fortune  were  as  a successful  painter  of  portraits  and  miniatures. 

Before  he  was  twenty-one  years  ot  age  he  had  accumulated  over  ^80,  with 
which,  May  6,  1786,  he  purchased  a farm  of  8474  acres,  in  Hopewell  Township, 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  where  he  settled  his  mother  and  sisters  on  a homestead  ; 
there  his  mother  lived  in  comfort  on  his  bounty  and  died  in  peace  1799  ; his  sister, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Scott,  continuing  to  reside  thereon. 

In  1793  from  London  he  secured  town  lots  in  Hogl’s  pioneer  development  of 
Washington,  Pa.,  for  each  of  his  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  Morris,  Mrs.  Isabella  Cook 
and  Mrs.  ( “ Peggy  ” ) Scott. 

II.  FULTON’S  NOTABLE  ACHIEVEMENTS. 

Born  — November  1 4,  1 765. 

Removed  to  Lancaster — 1766. 

Fashioned  sky  rockets — July  4,  1778. 

Experimented  with  air  guns — June,  1779. 

Operated  fishing  boat  with  paddle  wheels  in  the  Conowingo  — July,  1779. 

Worked  double  crank  paddle  wheel  boat  on  the  Conestoga  — October,  1779. 

Visited  Swift  family,  relatives,  at  Pulton  House  — 1 766 — ’ 79. 

Drew  and  painted  pictures  and  caricatures,  political  and  military,  tavern  signs, 
etc.,  in  Lancaster — 1 7 79—  82. 

Removed  to  Philadelphia- — 1782. 

Painted  miniatures  and  portraits,  including  those  of  the  Ross  family,  Benjamin 
Franklin  (1787),  Mrs.  Kittera  and  John  Wilkes  Kittera  — a prominent  Lancaster 
lawyer  who  represented  this  district  in  Congress,  1 791-1801  ; associated  with  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  — 1 7S3— ’85. 

Sought  recovery  of  declining  health  at  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  Springs  — 

'785- 

Sailed  for  Europe — 1786. 


Welcomed  to  London  by  Benjamin  West,  the  great  painter,  with  whom  he  was 
long  and  intimately  associated  and  who  painted  his  portrait — 1786-90.  In  Devon- 
shire, England,  intimate  with  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  famous  for  canals,  and  Lord 
Stanhope,  a noble  patron  ot  the  mechanic  arts — 1787-90. 

Painted  portrait  of  Charles  Third  and  Earl  of  Stanhope.  Exhibited  “ Portrait 
of  a Young  Gentleman  ” and  “ Portrait  of  Two  Young  Gentlemen  ” in  the  Royal 
Academy — 1791.  Exhibited  portrait  of  Mrs.  Murray  and  subject  pictures — 1793. 

Began  experiments  on  steam  ship  ; civil  engineer  in  Birmingham,  Eng. ; in  cor- 
respondence with  Watt,  inventor  of  steam  engine — 1 793- 

Obtained  British  patents  for  double  inclined  canal  boat  plane  ; marble-sawing  ; 
flax-spinning  and  rope-twisting  devices — 1 794. 

Introduced  as  “the  famous  American  engineer  and  inventor  and  introducer  of 
the  steamboat  ” to  S.  T.  Coleridge,  the  English  philosopher  and  poet,  who  in  his 
“Ancient  Mariner”  had  propounded  this  prophetic  query  : 

“ But  why  drives  on  that  ship  so  fast 
Without  or  wind  or  wave  ? ’’  — 1794 

Recommended  to  Gov.  Mifflin  a canal  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster  and  thence 
to  Pittsburgh — March,  1796. 

Published  a profusely  illustrated  “Treatise  on  Canal  Navigation  ” — 1 796. 

Published  “Thoughts  on  Free  Trade”  — October  9,  1797. 

Indulging  the  hope  that  a universal  betterment  of  humanity  might  be  achieved 
through  a “constructive  system  of  canals  and  a destructive  system  of  torpedoes,”  he 
crossed  the  channel  to  Prance  and  sought  to  impress  upon  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  policies  which  have  since  attained  international  importance — 1797-1800. 

For  seven  years  in  Paris  he  was  the  guest  and  intimate  friend  of  |oel  Barlow, 
the  American  diplomat  and  poet,  whose  “Vision  of  Columbus”  was  dedicated  to 
Pulton.  The  latter  designed  its  memorable  illustrations  and  published  it  at  an  ex- 
pense of  1,5,000. 

Constructed  the  first  Panorama  Show  in  Paris,  “Burning  of  Moscow,”  and  the 
“Nautilus,”  the  first  torpedo  boat — 1800. 

Experimenting  with  torpedo  and  submarine  boats  ; negotiating  with  Napoleon  to 
send  offensive  marine  devices  against  the  English  fleet — 1801. 

Experimenting  at  Brest,  with  plunging  boat,  he  remained  25  feet  under  water 
for  hours  — July  and  August,  1S01. 

Fulton-Livingston  partnership  steamboat  agreement  executed  in  Paris — Octo- 
ber 10,  1802. 

LInsuccessful  experiment  with  trial  boat  on  the  Seine  — August  9,  1803. 

Invited  to  return  to  England’s  aid  by  Premier  Sidmouth — 1S03. 

Returned  to  London,  May  19,  1804;  experimenting  under  Pitt  and  Melville  on 
destructive  engines  until  operations  suspended  — 1804-6. 


Returned  to  America  after  twenty  years  absence — December  13,  1806. 

In  governmental  experiments  blew  up  with  torpedo  large  hulk  brig  in  New  York 
harbor  — July  20,  1807. 

First  test  of  new  steamboat  “Clermont”  in  East  River — August  9,  1807. 

First  voyage  of  “Clermont”  up  the  Hudson  — August  17,  1807. 

Betrothal  to  Harriet  Livingston  announced  August  18,  1807. 

North  River  Steamboat  Schedule  first  advertised  in  Albany  and  New  York  — 
September  2,  1S07. 

“Clermont”  carried  sixty  passengers  from  Albany  to  New  York  in  twenty-eight 
hours  — October  1,  1807. 

M arried  to  Harriet  Livingston  in  New  York — January  8,  1808. 

In  New  York  Fulton  lodged  at  Mrs.  Loring’s  fashionable  boarding  house,  13 
Broadway,  from  March  10,  1807;  in  1809-10  he  lived  at  100  Reade  street;  in  1811 
at  133  Chambers  street;  from  1812  until  he  died,  he  lived  at  Battery  Place,  in  the 
rear  of  1 Broadway. 

Exhibited  models,  plans  and  drawings  to  Jefferson,  Madison  and  other  statesmen 
in  W ashington  — January,  1S10. 

Helped  to  construct  and  launch  the  “Car  of  Neptune,”  295  tons  (1S10);  the 
“Paragon,”  331  tons  ( 1 S 1 1 ) ; the  “Firefly,”  1 1 8 tons  ( 1 8 1 2) ; the  ferryboat  “ Camden ” 
(1812);  “Richmond,”  370  tons;  “Washington,”  275  tons;  “Fulton,"  327  tons; 
“York”  and  “Nassau,”  ferryboats  (1813). 

Projected  and  forecast  the  Erie  Canal  in  letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris  — February 
22,  1814. 

Contracted  with  U.  S.  Government  to  use  his  steamboats  “Vesuvius,”  “LEtna,” 
“New  Orleans”  and  “Natchez,”  on  the  Mississippi,  and  “Buffalo”  on  the  Ohio  to 
transport  troops  and  munitions  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain — December  27,  1814. 

Launched  the  steam  battle  frigate  “Fulton  the  First,”  the  first  steam  war  vessel 
of  the  world,  2,475  tons  and  32  guns — October  31,  1814. 

Built  the  “Olive  Branch”  and  “Savannah”;  also  the  “Emperor  of  Russia” 
under  25  year  exclusive  contract  to  control  steam  navigation  in  Russian  Empire  ; 
“Chancellor  Livingston”  and  “Mute” — 1815. 

Died  February  24,  1815,  and  buried  February  25,  1815. 

In  July,  1846,  through  the  influence  of  Ex-President  John  Quincy  Adams  and  of 
John  Strohm,  then  Congressman  from  Lancaster  County,  Congress  appropriated 
£76,300,  to  pay  his  heirs  a claim  arising  out  of  the  seizure  of  his  steamboat  “Vesu- 
vius,” by  General  Jackson  in  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 


III.  DESCENDANTS  OF  ROBERT  FULTON. 


“Robert  Fulton  married  on  Thursday  (at  New  York)  January  8,  1808,  to  Har- 
riet Livingston.  ” 

Their  children  were  : 

I.  Robert  Barlow  Fulton.  Died,  unmarried,  at  an  early  age. 

Note. — There  are  no  descendants  of  Robert  Fulton  who  bear  his  surname. 

II.  Julia  Fulton,  married  Charles  Blight,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  1848,  leaving  three 
children  : Charles,  Robert  Fulton  and  Mary.  All  these  died  without  issue  ; the  widow 
of  Robert  Fulton  Blight  surviving. f 

III.  Cornelia  Livingston  Fulton,  married  Edward  Charles  Crary,  Esq.,  of  New  York  city.  They 

were  married  by  the  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.D.,  at  the  residence  of  Mortimer 
Livingston,  Esq.,  New  York  city,  June  20,  1831.  Their  children  were  : 

a.  Reverend  Robert  Fulton  Crary,  D.D.,  married  in  Trinity  Chapel,  New  York,  Agnes 

Boyd  Van  Kleeck,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Boyd  Van  Kleeck,  D.D.  Their 
children  are  : 

Amy,*  Cornelia  Fulton,  Alice,*  Edith  Livingston  (Smith)  and  Robert  Fulton 
Crary,  Jr. 

b.  Edward  Charles  Crary,  died  unmarried. 

c.  Ella  Cornelia  Crarv,*  married  at  Trinity  Chapel,  New  York,  Herman  II.  Cammann, 

Esq.,  of  New  York.  Their  children  are  : 

Edward  Crary  Cammann*  and  H.  Schuyler  Cammann. 

d.  Charles  Franklin  Crary,*  unmarried,  resides  at  Merrick,  Long  Island. 

IV.  Mary  Livingston  Fulton,  married  Robert  Ludlow,  Esq.  They  had  one  son  : 

Robert  Fulton  Ludlow,  of  Claverack,  New  York. 


* Present  and  participating  in  this  celebration. 

+ Mrs.  Robert  Fulton  Blight  present  and  participating. 


Order  of  Exercises 


Morning  Session,  10:30  a.  m.,  at  “Fulton  House” 

Music  ..........  Oakryn  Cornet  Band 

Dedicatory  Prayer 

Chairman  of  Arrangements  Committee  . . . . . D.  F.  Magee 

Presiding  Officer  ........  James  G.  McSparran 

Music  ..........  Little  Britain  Orchestra 

Presentation  of  Memorial  Tablet  on  behalf  of  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society 

Rev.  George  1.  Browne 

o 

Unveiling  of  Tablet  .......  Mrs.  Alice  Crary  Sutcliffe 

Great-granddaughter  and  Biographer  of  Robert  Fulton 

Acceptance  ...........  W.  LI.  Hensel 

Poem  ...........  W.  F.  McSparran 

Chorus — “The  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 

LUNCHEON 

Exhibition  of  Fulton  Portraits,  Manuscripts,  Drafts,  Drawings,  Title  Deeds, 

Maps  and  LJistorical  Mementoes. 

Collected,  arranged  and  exhibited  by  H.  Frank  Eshleman 


Afternoon  Session,  1:30 

Chorus — “ Aunerica." 

Address  ...... 

Poem — “ I lie  Heaven-Gifted  Boy 
Music — “Ye  Banks  and  Braes  o’  Bonny 
Address  — 

Sonnets  ...... 

Chorus  “ Old  Folks  at  Home.  ” 

Addresses  ..... 

Closing  Chorus  — “ Auld  Lang  Syne  ” 


p.  m.,  at  Speaker’s  Stand 

. Governor  E.  S.  Stuart 
John  Russell  Hayes 

Doon  ” 

. Geo.  B.  Johnson 
Lloyd  Mifflin 

Ex-Gov.  S.  W.  Pennypacker 
And  others 


ROBERT  FULTON, 


THE  MAN 


Owned  by  Judge  Peter  T.  Barlow 


ROBERT  FULTON.  FROM  THE  PENCIL  DRAWING  BY  JOHN  VANDERLYN 
Executed  by  Vanderlyn  at  Joel  Barlow’s  house  in  Paris,  50  rue  Vaugirard,  where  Fulton  was  living  1 797 — 


Reprinted  by  the  courtesy  of  The  Century  Co.,  from  Alice  Crary  Sutcliffe’s 
“Robert  Fulton  and  the  Clermont,”  New  York,  1909. 


FULTON’S  PERSONALITY 


“ That  Son  of  a Pennsylvania  Farmer” 


A contemporaneous  writer  described  him  thus  : “Among  a thousand  individuals 
you  might  readily  point  out  Robert  Fulton.  He  was  conspicuous  for  his  gentle, 
manly  bearing  and  freedom  from  embarrassment,  for  his  extreme  activity,  his  height, 
somewhat  over  six  feet,  — his  slender  yet  energetic  form  and  well  accommodated 
dress,  for  his  full  and  curly  dark  brown  hair,  carelessly  scattered  over  his  forehead 
and  falling  around  his  neck.  His  complexion  was  fair,  his  forehead  high,  his  eyes 
dark  and  penetrating  and  revolving  in  a capacious  orbit  of  cavernous  depths  ; his 
brow  was  thick  and  evinced  strength  and  determination  ; his  nose  was  long  and  promi- 
nent, his  mouth  and  lips  were  beautifully  proportioned,  giving  the  impress  of  elo- 
quent  utterance.  Tribes  were  not  calculated  to  impede  him  or  damp  his  perseverance.’ 

Helen  Livingston’s  estimate  was  no  less  complimentary.  (Her  kinswoman, 
Harriet  Livingston,  became  his  wife.)  She  wrote  : “ There  were  many  distinguished 
and  tine  looking  men  on  board  the  ‘Clermont,’  but  my  grandmother  always  de- 
scribed Robert  Fulton  as  surpassing  them  all.  ‘THAT  SON  OF  A PENNSYL- 
VANIA FARMER,’  she  was  wont  to  say,  ‘ was  really  a prince  among  men.  He  was 
as  modest  as  he  was  great,  and  as  handsome  as  he  was  modest.  His  eyes  were 
glorious  with  love  and  genius.” 

o o 

In  1857,  Paul  A.  Sabbaton,  Fulton’s  later  Chief  Engineer,  wrote  to  }.  F.  Reigart, 
biographer  of  Fulton  : “I  was  so  constantly  with  Mr.  Fulton,  saw  him  at  his  occupa- 
tion, at  his  family  fire-side,  and  in  almost  every  situation,  that  I have  to  this  day  a 
most  distinct  and  strongly  impressed  likeness  in  my  mind.  He  had  all  the  traits  of  a 
man  with  the  gentleness  of  a child.  I never  heard  him  use  ill  words  to  any  one  of 
those  employed  under  him  no  matter  how  strong  the  provocation  might  be, — and  I 
do  know  there  was  enough  of  that  at  times  ; and  ever  and  anon  my  mind  recurs  to 
the  times  when  his  labours  were  so  severe.  His  habit  was,  cane  in  hand,  to  walk  up 
and  down  for  hours.  I see  him  now  in  my  mind’s  eye,  with  his  white,  loosely-tied 
cravat,  his  waistcoat  unbuttoned,  his  ruffles  waving  from  side  to  side  as  his  move- 
ments caused  their  movements  ; he,  all  the  while  in  deep  thought,  scarcely  noticing 
anything  passing  him.” 

The  late  J.  B.  Calhoun,  of  Brooklyn,  who  was  in  Fulton’s  employ  at  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1815,  described  Fulton  as  a tall,  somewhat  slender  man,  of  fair,  delicate 
complexion,  of  graceful,  dignified  bearing,  and  mild  and  gentle  in  his  temper.  He 
said  : “ His  workmen  were  always  pleased  to  see  him  about  his  shops.  With  his 
rattan  cane  in  hand,  he  always  appeared  to  me  a counterpart  of  an  English  noble- 


man. 


Programme  Souvenir 


COMMEMORATION  OF 
THE  NATIVITY  OF 


ROBERT  FULTON 

BORN  NOVEMBER  14,  A.  D.  1765 


FULTON  HOUSE 

FULTON  (THEN  LITTLE  BRITAIN*)  TOWNSHIP 
LANCASTER  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

DIED  IN  NEW  YORK,  FEBRUARY  24,  A.  D.  1815 


*In  1844  Little  Britain  township  was  divided  and  the  section  set  off  into  a new  township  on  the 
western  side  was  named  Fulton,  in  honor  of  the  Inventor. 


BY  CONOWINGO  WATERS* 

As  Evening  came,  sedate  in  hooded  gray, 

A wondrous  quiet  on  the  valley  fell  ; 

Across  the  fields  a distant-tolling  bell 
Made  a sweet  threnode  for  departing  day. 

The  mavis  on  the  topmost  wildwood  spray 

Ceased  the  low  fluting  of  his  late  farewell, 

And  in  dark  flocks,  above  the  bosky  dell, 

The  crows  winged  where  the  woodlands  lay. 

The  twilight  deepened.  Pale  ethereal  seas 
Of  lilac  ’mid  the  branches  slowly  grew 
Star-studded  depths  unutterably  blue  : 

While  in  the  upper  boughs  a delicate  breeze 

Sent  soft  Druidic  murmurs  rippling  through 
The  faint  and  tremulant  lyre  of  the  trees. 


*From  “Castalian  Days”  ; by  Lloyd  Mifflin;  London,  Henry  Froude,  1903. 


HE  FIRST  SUCCESSFULLY  ESTABLISHED 

STEAM  NAVIGATION 


“ Godfrey  taught  seamen  to  interrogate 
With  steady  gaze,  though  tempest-tossed,  the  sun, 
And  from  his  beam  true  oracle  obtain. 

Franklin  dread  thunderbolts,  with  daring  hand, 
Seized,  and  averted  their  destructive  stroke 
From  the  protected  dwellings  of  mankind. 
FULTON  by  flame  compelled  the  angry  sea, 

To  vapor  rarefied,  his  bark  to  drive, 

In  triumph  proud,  thro’  the  loud-sounding  surge.” 


CELEBRATION 

Under  the  Auspices  of  the  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society  of  the 
Birth  of  Robert  Fulton  and  the  Associations  of  His  Boyhood 
and  Youth  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Officers  of  the  Society.  — President , George  Steinman.  Vice-Presidents , F. 
R.  Diffenderffer,  Litt.D.,  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.  Secretary , Charles  B.  Hol- 
linger.  Corresponding  Secretary , Miss  Martha  B.  Clark.  Treasurer , Dr.  J.  W. 
Houston.  Executive  Committee , A.  K.  Hostetter,  Richard  M.  Reilly,  W.  U. 
Hensel,  George  F.  In.  Erisman,  D.  B.  Landis,  H.  Frank  Eshleman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
B.  Carpenter,  Monroe  B.  Hirsh,  Charles  T.  Steigerwalt,  Miss  Lottie  M. 
Bausman. 

COMMITTEES  ON  CELEBRATION. 

Fulton  Centenary  Committee.  — D.  F.  Magee,  Chairman , Wai.ter  M.  Frank- 
lin, Secretary , A.  K.  Hostetter,  Treasurer , H.  Frank  Eshleman,  Dr.  Jos.  H. 
Dubbs,  Rey.  G.  I.  Browne,  W.  U.  Hensel,  George  Steinman,  Richard  M.  Reilly, 
Miss  Martha  B.  Clark,  Mrs.  Mary  N.  Robinson. 

Committee  prom  Southern  Lancaster  County.  — Joseph  Swift,  Frank  C.  Pyle, 
Will  F.  McSparran,  D.  E.  Helm,  Esq.,  James  M.  Paxson,  Frank  Maxwell,  Will 
Shoemaker,  Jas.  G.  McSparran,  Day  Wood,  L.  R.  Swift. 


Sub-Committees. 

Finance. — George  Steinman,  W.  U.  Hensel,  A.  K.  Hostetter. 

Programme.  — W.  U.  Hensel,  D.  F.  Magee,  A.  K.  Hostetter,  George  Stein- 
man, Rey.  Geo.  I.  Browne. 

Invitations. — Mrs.  M.  N.  Robinson,  Miss  M.  B.  Clark,  D.  F.  Magee. 

Tablet.  — Rey.  G.  I.  Browne,  Rey.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  W.  U.  Hensel. 


Local  Committee  of  Reception 


Mr.  & Mrs.  |.  G.  McSparran,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Jos.  Swift,  Mr.  & Mrs.  F.  C.  Pyle, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  E.  M.  Zell,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Wm. 
Shoemaker,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Frank  Maxwell, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  J.  M.  Paxson,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
\Y.  F.  McSparran,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Silas 
Herr,  Mr.  & Mrs.  C.  F.  Ambler,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  W.  P.  King,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Day  Wood, 
Mr.  Nr  Mrs.  F.  F.  McSparran,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Scott,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Jno.  J.  Reed, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Chas.  Gatchell,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
A.  K.  Bradley,  Dr.  & Mrs.  }.  A.  Peeples, 
Dr.  & Mrs.  W.  G.  Hess,  Dr.  & Mrs. 
Ambrose  Stubbs,  Mr.  & Mrs.  |ason 
Walton,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Edgar  Fulton,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  Fred.  Bicknell,  Mr.  & Mrs.  W. 
S.  Hastings,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Taylor  Runner, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Scott  Drennen,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Martin  Ankrim,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Neal  Ham- 
bleton,  Mr.  & Mrs.  M.  j.  Pyle,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  F.  R.  Patterson,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Black,  Mr.  & Mrs.  E.  W.  Gregg, 


Mr.  & Mrs.  H.  E.  Morrison,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Harry  Fairlamb,  Mr.  & Mrs.  }os.  Cutler, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  F.  C.  Boyd,  Mr.  & Mrs.  F. 
M.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  & Mrs.  F.  C.  Scott, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  T.  R.  Ankrim,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
John  D.  Penny,  Mr.  & Mrs.  A.  B.  Am- 
bler, Mr.  <K  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Jr., 
Mr.  & Mrs.  A.  S.  Harkness,  Mr.  & Mrs. 
Norman  C.  Maule,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Galen 
Boyce,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Irwin  Cutler,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Harry  Fong,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Chas. 
Shoemaker,  Mr.  & Mrs.  B.  B.  Herr,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  James  Deaver,  Mr.  & Mrs.  T.  S. 
Collins,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Feander  Shoemaker, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  James  J.  Maxwell,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Stively,  Mr.  & Mrs.  J.  Robert 
J.  Fong,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Jos.  J.  Fong,  Mr. 
& Mrs.  J.  Edgar  Brown,  Miss  Matilda 
Harry,  Miss  Adaline  Ewing,  Fewis  J. 
Kirk,  Miss  Kirk,  F.  R.  Swift,  T.  C. 
Evans,  Clarence  Boyd. 


ROBERT  FULTON 


HIS  ANCESTRY,  ACHIEVEMENT'S  AND 
DESCENDANTS 


I.  ANCESTRY. 

Of  Saxon  origin  ; crossed  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  ; came  from  Kilkenny  to 
America  before  1735. 

Robert  Fulton,  the  father,  married  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  Joseph  Smith,  of 
Oxford,  Chester  County,  and  sister  of  Col.  Robert  Smith. 

Robert  Fulton  owned  and  resided  in  a brick  house  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
Penn  (now  Center)  Square,  Fancaster,  as  early  as  August  23,  1759,  and  lived  there 
more  than  five  years.  He  sold  this  property  to  Edw.  Shippen,  February  8,  1765. 
On  November  8,  1764,  he  had  purchased  at  Sheriff’s  Sale  for  7(965,  a farm  of  393^4 


acres  in  (then)  Little  Britain  Township,  on  which  this  celebration  is  held  ; the  follow- 
ing Spring  he  moved  to  the  house,  known  as  “ Fulton  Flouse,"  where  the  younger 
and  more  famous  Robert  Fulton  was  born,  in  the  second  story  room  above  the  parlor. 
The  elder  Fulton  first  mortgaged  the  property,  then  conveyed  it  to  the  mortgagees 
and  moved  back  to  Lancaster  in  1766. 

He  was  a conspicuous  and  useful  citizen  ; one  of  the  founders  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  Secretary  of  the  Union  Fire  Company  and  a charter  member  of  the 
1 uliana  Library. 

Robert  Fulton,  Sr.,  died  in  1768,  leaving  a wife  and  five  children  to  inherit  a 
small  fortune.  Of  three  daughters  and  two  sons  Robert  was  the  third  child. 

The  widowed  mother  taught  young  Fulton  to  read  and  sent  him,  when  eight 
years  of  age,  to  the  school  of  Caleb  Johnson,  a Quaker  d ory.  His  first  achievements 
toward  fame  and  fortune  were  as  a successful  painter  of  portraits  and  miniatures. 

Before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  had  accumulated  over  ^80,  with 
which,  May  6,  1786,  he  purchased  a farm  of  8474  acres,  in  Hopewell  Township, 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  where  he  settled  his  mother  and  sisters  on  a homestead  ; 
there  his  mother  lived  in  comfort  on  his  bounty  and  died  in  peace  1799  ; his  sister, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Scott,  continuing  to  reside  thereon. 

In  1793  from  London  he  secured  town  lots  in  Hogl’s  pioneer  development  of 
Washington,  Pa.,  for  each  of  his  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  Morris,  Mrs.  Isabella  Cook 
and  Mrs.  ( “ Peggy  ” ) Scott. 

II.  FULTON’S  NOTABLE  ACHIEVEMENTS. 

Born  — November  14,  1765. 

Removed  to  Lancaster — 1766. 

Fashioned  sky  rockets — July  4,  1778. 

Experimented  with  air  guns  — June,  1779. 

Operated  fishing  boat  with  paddle  wheels  in  the  Conowingo- — July,  1779. 

Worked  double  crank  paddle  wheel  boat  on  the  Conestoga  — October,  1779. 

Visited  Swift  family,  relatives,  at  Pulton  House  — 1766-79. 

Drew  and  painted  pictures  and  caricatures,  political  and  military,  tavern  signs, 
etc.,  in  Lancaster — 1 7 7 9—’ A 2 . 

Removed  to  Philadelphia — 1782. 

Painted  miniatures  and  portraits,  including  those  of  the  Ross  family,  Benjamin 
Franklin  (1787),  Mrs.  Kittera  and  John  Wilkes  Kittera  — a prominent  Lancaster 
lawyer  who  represented  this  district  in  Congress,  1791-1801  ; associated  with  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  — 1783-’85. 

Sought  recovery  of  declining  health  at  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  Springs  — 

1 785- 

Sailecl  for  Europe — 17S6. 


Welcomed  to  London  by  Benjamin  West,  the  great  painter,  with  whom  he  was 
long  and  intimately  associated  and  who  painted  his  portrait  — i 786-90.  In  Devon- 
shire, England,  intimate  with  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  famous  for  canals,  and  Lord 
Stanhope,  a noble  patron  of  the  mechanic  arts — 1787-  90. 

Painted  portrait  of  Charles  Third  and  Earl  of  Stanhope.  Exhibited  “ Portrait 
of  a Young  Gentleman  ” and  “ Portrait  of  Two  Young  Gentlemen  ” in  the  Royal 
Academy — 1 79 1 . Exhibited  portrait  of  Mrs.  Murray  and  subject  pictures — 1793. 

Began  experiments  on  steam  ship  ; civil  engineer  in  Birmingham,  Eng. ; in  cor- 
respondence with  Watt,  inventor  of  steam  engine — 1793. 

Obtained  British  patents  for  double  inclined  canal  boat  plane  ; marble-sawing  ; 
flax-spinning  and  rope-twisting  devices — 1794. 

Introduced  as  “the  famous  American  engineer  and  inventor  and  introducer  of 
the  steamboat  ” to  S.  T.  Coleridge,  the  English  philosopher  and  poet,  who  in  his 
“Ancient  Mariner”  had  propounded  this  prophetic  query  : 

“ But  why  drives  on  that  ship  so  fast 
Without  or  wind  or  wave  ? ’’  — 1 794 

Recommended  to  Gov.  Mifflin  a canal  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster  and  thence 
to  Pittsburgh  — March,  1796. 

Published  a profusely  illustrated  “Treatise  on  Canal  Navigation  ” — 1 796. 

Published  “Thoughts  on  Tree  Trade”  — October  9,  1797. 

Indulging  the  hope  that  a universal  betterment  of  humanity  might  be  achieved 
through  a “constructive  system  of  canals  and  a destructive  system  of  torpedoes,”  he 
crossed  the  channel  to  France  and  sought  to  impress  upon  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  policies  which  have  since  attained  international  importance — 1797-1S00. 

For  seven  years  in  Paris  he  was  the  guest  and  intimate  friend  of  |oel  Barlow, 
the  American  diplomat  and  poet,  whose  “Vision  of  Columbus”  was  dedicated  to 
Fulton.  The  latter  designed  its  memorable  illustrations  and  published  it  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $5,000. 

Constructed  the  first  Panorama  Show  in  Paris,  “Burning  of  Moscow,”  and  the 
“Nautilus,”  the  first  torpedo  boat — 1800. 

Experimenting  with  torpedo  and  submarine  boats  ; negotiating  with  Napoleon  to 
send  offensive  marine  devices  against  the  English  fleet — 1801. 

Experimenting  at  Brest,  with  plunging  boat,  he  remained  25  feet  under  water 
for  hours  — July  anti  August,  1801. 

Fulton-Eivingston  partnership  steamboat  agreement  executed  in  Paris — Octo- 
ber 10,  1802. 

Lhtsuccessful  experiment  with  trial  boat  on  the  Seine  — August  9,  1803. 

Invited  to  return  to  England’s  aid  by  Premier  Sidmouth — 1803. 

Returned  to  London,  May  19,  1804;  experimenting  under  Pitt  and  Melville  on 
destructive  engines  until  operations  suspended — 1804-6. 


Returned  to  America  after  twenty  years  absence — December  13,  1806. 

In  governmental  experiments  blew  up  with  torpedo  large  hulk  brig  in  New  York 
harbor  — July  20,  1807. 

First  test  of  new  steamboat  “Clermont”  in  East  River — August  9,  1807. 

First  voyage  of  “Clermont”  up  the  Hudson  — August  17,  1807. 

Betrothal  to  Harriet  Livingston  announced  August  18,  1807. 

North  River  Steamboat  Schedule  first  advertised  in  Albany  and  New  York  — 
September  2,  1807. 

“Clermont”  carried  sixty  passengers  from  Albany  to  New  York  in  twenty-eight 
hours  — October  1,  1807. 

Married  to  Harriet  Livingston  in  New  York — January  8,  1S0S. 

In  New  York  Fulton  lodged  at  Mrs.  Loring’s  fashionable  boarding  house,  13 
Broadway,  from  March  10,  1S07  ; in  1809-10  he  lived  at  100  Reade  street;  in  1S11 
at  133  Chambers  street;  from  1S12  until  he  died,  he  lived  at  Battery  Place,  in  the 
rear  of  1 Broadway. 

Exhibited  models,  plans  and  drawings  to  [efferson,  Madison  and  other  statesmen 
in  Washington  — January,  1810. 

Helped  to  construct  and  launch  the  “Car  of  Neptune,”  295  tons  (1S10);  the 
“ Paragon,”  33 1 tons  ( 1 S 1 1 ) ; the  “Firefly,”  1 18  tons  (1812) ; the  ferryboat  “ Camden ” 
( 1 8 1 2 ) ; “Richmond,”  370  tons;  “Washington,”  275  tons;  “Fulton,”  327  tons; 
“York”  and  “Nassau,”  ferryboats  (1813). 

Projected  and  forecast  the  Erie  Canal  in  letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris  — February 
22,  1814. 

Contracted  with  U.  S.  Government  to  use  his  steamboats  “Vesuvius,”  “FEtna,” 
“New  Orleans”  and  “Natchez,”  on  the  Mississippi,  and  “Buffalo”  on  the  Ohio  to 
transport  troops  and  munitions  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain — December  27,  1814. 

Launched  the  steam  battle  frigate  “Pulton  the  First, ” the  first  steam  war  vessel 
of  the  world,  2,475  tons  and  32  guns — October  31,  1814. 

Built  the  “Olive  Branch”  and  “Savannah”;  also  the  “Emperor  of  Russia” 
under  25  year  exclusive  contract  to  control  steam  navigation  in  Russian  Empire; 
“Chancellor  Livingston”  and  “Mute” — 1815. 

Died  February  24,  1815,  and  buried  February  25,  1815. 

In  July,  1846,  through  the  influence  of  Ex-President  John  Quincy  Adams  and  of 
John  Strohm,  then  Congressman  from  Lancaster  County,  Congress  appropriated 
$76,300,  to  pay  his  heirs  a claim  arising  out  of  the  seizure  of  his  steamboat  “Vesu- 
vius,” by  General  jackson  in  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 


III.  DESCENDANTS  OF  ROBERT  FULTON. 


“Robert  Pulton  married  on  Thursday  (at  New  York)  January  8,  1808,  to  Har- 
riet Livingston." 

Their  children  were  : 

I.  Robert  Barlow  Fulton.  Died,  unmarried,  at  an  early  age. 

Note. — There  are  no  descendants  of  Robert  Fulton  who  bear  his  surname. 

II.  Julia  Fulton,  married  Charles  Blight,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  1848,  leaving  three 
children:  Charles,  Robert  Fulton  and  Mary.  All  these  died  without  issue;  the  widow 
of  Robert  Fulton  Blight  surviving. f 

III.  Cornelia  Livingston  Fulton,  married  Edward  Charles  Crary,  Esq.,  of  New  York  city.  The)' 

were  married  by  the  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.D.,  at  the  residence  of  Mortimer 
Livingston,  Esq.,  New  York  city,  June  20,  1831.  Their  children  were  : 

a.  Reverend  Robert  Fulton  Crary,  D.D.,  married  in  Trinity  Chapel,  New  York,  Agnes 

Boyd  Van  Kleeck,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Bovd  Van  Kleeck,  D.D.  Their 
children  are  : 

Amy,*  Cornelia  Fulton,  Alice,*  Edith  Livingston  (Smith)  and  Robert  Fulton 
Crary,  Jr. 

b.  Edward  Charles  Crary,  died  unmarried. 

c.  Ella  Cornelia  Crary,*  married  at  Trinity  Chapel,  New  York,  Herman  H.  Cammann, 

Esq.,  of  New  York.  Their  children  are  : 

Edward  Crary  Cammann*  and  II.  Schuyler  Cammann. 

d.  Charles  Franklin  Crary,*  unmarried,  resides  at  Merrick,  Long  Island. 

IV.  Mar)-  Livingston  Fulton,  married  Robert  Ludlow,  Esq.  They  had  one  son  : 

Robert  Fulton  Ludlow,  of  Claverack,  New  York. 


* Present  and  participating  in  this  celebration, 
t Mrs.  Robert  Fulton  Blight  present  and  participating. 


Order  of  Exercises 


Morning  Session,  10:30  a.  m.,  at  u Fulton  House” 

Music  ..........  Oakryn  Cornet  Band 

Dedicatory  Prayer 

Chairman  of  Arrangements  Committee  . . . . . D.  F.  Ma^ee 

Presiding  Officer  ........  James  G.  McSparran 

Music  ..........  Little  Britain  Orchestra 

Presentation  of  Memorial  Tablet  on  behalf  of  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society 

Rev.  Georofe  I.  Browne 
<_> 

Tinveiling  of  Tablet  .......  Mrs.  Alice  Crary  Sutcliffe 

Great-granddaughter  and  Biographer  of  Robert  Fulton 

Acceptance  ...........  W.  U.  Hensel 

Poem  ...........  W.  F.  McSparran 

Chorus — “The  Star  Spangled  Banner.” 

LUNCHEON 

Exhibition  of  Pulton  Portraits,  Manuscripts,  Drafts,  Drawings,  Title  Deeds, 

Maps  and  Historical  Mementoes. 

Collected,  arranged  and  exhibited  by  H.  Frank  Eshleman 


Afternoon  Session,  1:30  p.  m.,  at  Speaker’s  Stand 


Chorus  — “ America.” 

Address  ........ 

. Governor  E.  S.  Stuart 

Poem — “ The  Heaven-Gifted  Boy 

John  Russell  Hayes 

Music — “Ye  Banks  and  Braes  o'  Bonny  Doon  ” 

Address  — 

. Geo.  B.  Johnson 

Sonnets  ........ 

Lloyd  Mifflin 

Chorus  “ Old  Folks  at  Home.  ” 

Addresses  ....... 

Ex-Gov.  S.  W.  Pennypacker 

Closing  Chorus — “ Auld  Lang  Syne  ” 

And  others 

ROBERT  FULTON,  THE  MAN 


Owned  by  Judge  Peter  T.  Barlow 


ROBERT  FULTON.  FROM  THE  PENCIL  DRAWING  BY  JOHN  VANDERLYN 
Executed  by  Vanderlyn  at  Toel  Barlow’s  house  in  Paris,  50  rue  Vaugirard,  where  Fulton  was  living  1797-1804 


Reprinted  by  the  courtesy  of  The  Century  Co.,  from  Alice  Crary  Sutcliffe’s 
“Robert  Fulton  and  the  Clermont,”  New  York,  1909. 


FULTON’S  PERSONALITY 


“That  Son  of  a Pennsylvania  Farmer” 


A contemporaneous  writer  described  him  thus  : “Among  a thousand  individuals 
you  might  readily  point  out  Robert  Fulton.  He  was  conspicuous  for  his  gentle, 
manly  bearing  and  freedom  from  embarrassment,  for  his  extreme  activity,  his  height, 
somewhat  over  six  feet,  — his  slender  yet  energetic  form  and  well  accommodated 
dress,  for  his  full  and  curly  dark  brown  hair,  carelessly  scattered  over  his  forehead 
and  falling  around  his  neck.  His  complexion  was  fair,  his  forehead  high,  his  eyes 
dark  and  penetrating  and  revolving  in  a capacious  orbit  of  cavernous  depths  ; his 
brow  was  thick  and  evinced  strength  and  determination  ; his  nose  was  long  and  promi- 
nent, his  mouth  and  lips  were  beautifully  proportioned,  giving  the  impress  of  elo- 
quent utterance.  Trifles  were  not  calculated  to  impede  him  or  damp  his  perseverance.’ 

Helen  Livingston’s  estimate  was  no  less  complimentary.  (Her  kinswoman, 

1 larriet  Livingston,  became  his  wife.)  She  wrote  : “ There  were  many  distinguished 
and  fine  looking  men  on  board  the  ‘Clermont,’  but  my  grandmother  always  de- 
scribed Robert  Fulton  as  surpassing  them  all.  ‘THAT  SON  OF  A PENNSYL- 
VANIA FARMER,’  she  was  wont  to  say,  ‘ was  really  a prince  among  men.  He  was 
as  modest  as  he  was  great,  and  as  handsome  as  he  was  modest.  His  eyes  were 
glorious  with  love  and  genius.” 

o o 

In  1857,  Paul  A.  Sabbaton,  Fulton’s  later  Chief  Engineer,  wrote  to  f.  F.  Reigart, 
biographer  of  Fulton  : “ I was  so  constantly  with  Mr.  Fulton,  saw  him  at  his  occupa- 
tion, at  his  family  fire-side,  and  in  almost  every  situation,  that  I have  to  this  day  a 
most  distinct  and  strongly  impressed  likeness  in  my  mind.  He  had  all  the  traits  of  a 
man  with  the  gentleness  of  a child.  I never  heard  him  use  ill  words  to  any  one  of 
those  employed  under  him  no  matter  how  strong  the  provocation  might  be,  — and  I 
do  know  there  was  enough  of  that  at  times  ; and  ever  and  anon  my  mind  recurs  to 
the  times  when  his  labours  were  so  severe.  His  habit  was,  cane  in  hand,  to  walk  up 
and  down  for  hours.  I see  him  now  in  my  mind’s  eye,  with  his  white,  loosely-tied 
cravat,  his  waistcoat  unbuttoned,  his  ruffles  waving  from  side  to  side  as  his  move- 
ments caused  their  movements  ; he,  all  the  while  in  deep  thought,  scarcely  noticing 
anything  passing  him.” 

The  late  f.  B.  Calhoun,  of  Brooklyn,  who  was  in  Fulton’s  employ  at  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1815,  described  Fulton  as  a tall,  somewhat  slender  man,  of  fair,  delicate 
complexion,  of  graceful,  dignified  bearing,  and  mild  and  gentle  in  his  temper.  He 
said  : “ His  workmen  were  always  pleased  to  see  him  about  his  shops.  With  his 
rattan  cane  in  hand,  he  always  appeared  to  me  a counterpart  of  an  English  noble- 


man. 


